PREFACE

ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY is an attempt to place
the chief events of the century in reasonable perspective and to
show them as the prelude to the movements for social and political
reform and for imperial expansion in the nineteenth century.
Details and purely chronological order have had to be subordinated
often to the effort to trace the general lines of policy and historical
development In particular, little will be found about campaigns
or battles; attention has been given to the causes and results of wars,
leaving the description of their incidents to those qualified to deal
with military and naval technicalities. The early chapters trace
the main lines of political history and policy, while the second half
of the book gives a more synthetic treatment of special topics.

The book makes no claim to originality. I have aimed to present
an up-to-date statement of historical opinion, incorporating the
results of modern research and detailed studies. My debt to
standard authorities is large. The footnotes are intended to indicate
the authorities I have used and to be an acknowledgment to the
authors; the List for Further Reading is merely a guide to the
most important and more readily accessible books.

The book has been prepared primarily for students sitting for
Higher School Certificate and Intermediate Degree Examinations.
As an introduction to their studies it may also be of use to those
reading for Honours, yet it should not be too far advanced for the
understanding of Matriculation candidates.

I have received willing assistance from many friends and
colleagues. In particular I must express my gratitude to Dr.
P. BL Box of Birkbeck College, to Dn J. Walker of the Hudders-
field Technical College, and to Mr. J. W, Gough, Fellow of
Exeter College, Oxford, who read considerable parts of the book
in manuscript Miss E. Butcher, of the Education Department
of Bristol University, gave me valuable criticisms of Chapter VI,
and Professor J* H- Clapham read the Appendix at short notice.